How do you perceive the concept of
"sustainable design"?

In modern housing requirements, guid-
ed by the principles of sustainability, the
ideas of design adaptability in relation
to the climate, environment and socie-
ty, as well as the harmonious coexistence
of parts within a whole, have evolved
by integrating knowledge from the hu-
manities and social sciences, economics,
political and administrative sciences, as
well as various technological fields. This
is based on the hypothesis that sustain-
able design is influenced by five funda-
mental elements: nature, humanity, so-
ciety, buildings and networks.

If a distinction between sustainable and
non-sustainable design could be provided
based on these principles, from a techno-
centric perspective it would be the assur-
ance of design longevity in a way compat-
ible with the natural environment, and
from a sociocentric perspective, its op-
position to absolute commodification.
How does architectural design respond
to the issue of overpopulation in ur-
ban centres?

In their effort to propose management
solutions for the population explosion in
cities, architects and urban planners are
examining space conservation through
vertical development - and this could be
one way. On the other hand, one might
wonder how such a solution can ensure
the desired quality of life and what the role
of nature will be in this context. Nature
is constantly changing and does not eas-
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DESIGNING
NEW ARCHETYPES

AWARD-WINNING ARCHITECT DIMITRIS POTIROPOULOS,
HEAD OF POTIROPOULOS+PARTNERS, TALKS ABOUT THE
IMPORTANCE OF LONG-TERM DESIGNS THAT CONVERSE
WITH THE NATURAL ENVIRONMENT./ O BPABEYMENOZ
APXITEKTONAX AHMHTPHZ IIOTHPOIIOYAOZ, EIIIKEOGAAHX
THX POTIROPOULOS+PARTNERS, MIAAEITTIA TH

XHMAZXIA ITIOY EXOYN Ol MAKPOIINOOI ZXEATAXMOI I[IOY
2YNOMIAOYN ME TO ®YXIKO ITEPIBAAAON.

ily fit into human "logistical" situations,
which are by definition static.

How do you perceive the "new luxury"
in terms of sustainability?

The violent modernisation of urban life
highlights the pressing issue of recon-
necting architecture with essential sur-
vival archetypes. Modern spatial quality
and experience should be linked with the
reinvention of a new narrative, through
the overturning of established practices
that led to contemporary lifestyles and
the environmental crisis. The environ-
ment itself, both natural and artificial,
now constitutes a development to be
recognized and redefined. The human
connection with nature, with the earth,
is a fundamental survival issue: this is
the "new luxury." In my view, the duty of
architecture is "to make us see how this
world touches us," as Merleau-Ponty says
about Cézanne's paintings.

INwg avtidapfaveote tav évvorla «Pi-
DO1N0G 0XES1A0PGE»;

211G OUyXPOVEG AITAITAOEI KATOTKN-
ONG, PE YVOHOVA TIG EMITAYEG TNG AEL-
@opiag, 0118€e¢ TG IPOoAPPOOTIKGTN-
Tag Tou 0xed1aopoy amévavtt oTo KAL-
pa, oto meptBdAAov kat otny Kowwvia,
kabwg Kat g appovikig ouvirapéng
TOV PEPWV O pia 0AdTnTa, €xouv e&e-
Ax0ei ouvBétovtag yvoon amé TG av-
OpWIOTIKES KAl KOWVOVIKEG EMOTAPEG,
TA OIKOVORIKA, TIC TTOATIKEG Kat S101kn-
TIKEG EMOTAPES KAl TOUG TEXVOAOYIKOUG
kAddoug, facifopevn otny udéOeon ng
£MPPONG TIOU €XOUV 0TO BIOI0 OXe-
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Sraopé ta mévte faoikd otoixeia: QuU-
on, dvlpwmog, Kowwvia, ktipia, Siktua.
Av pmopouoe va 6obei pia amdvinon
07O gp@Tnpa g S1aQopoIoinong Tou
Bioopou amé tov pn Pidoipo oxeda-
opo, Bdoel TwV TPONYOUREVOV APX®V,
auti Oa Atav, and pia TEXVOKEVTPIKA
omrtikn, n e§ao@dAion tng pakpofiétn-
Tag tou oxedaopou pe tpdmo oupfatd
pe To QUOIKS Tep1BdAdov kat amé pa
KOIVOVIKOKEVTPIKA OTTIKY, N evavtinon
TOU 0TV améAuTn ERTIOPEUPATOTIOMON,
ITog avtidpd 0 apxITeKTOVIKOG oXEd1a-
opdg oo gitnpa Tou utrepmAnfuopov
0Ta aoTikd KEVTPa;

Emxepdvtag ot apxitéKtoveg Kat ot
moAe0d6po1 va urodei€ouv mPoTdoelg
Siaxeipiong g extiva&ng tou mAnOu-
opov otig moAelg, e§etdlouv v e&ot-
KOVOpINon X@pou péom tng kah’ vyog
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avdmrtuéng - kat autdg Ba pmopovoe va
etvat évag tpémog. Amd v dAAn mAev-
pd, avapwTiétal Kaveig katd moéoo pa
tétola Avon pmopei va Srao@adioet tnv
emBupnti moidnta g kat motog fa
etvat eddd o pdAog ¢ @uong. H @uon
etvai Srapra¢ petaldacodpevn kat dev
evtdooetal eUkoAa otig avlpodmveg «Ao-
YIOTIKEG» KATAOTAOELS, TIOU £E OPLOpPOU
efval oTatikég.

IIog Srapop@dvetal Katd tn yvopn
oag n «véa moAuTtéAela» pe 6poug Pi-
®opdTNTAG;

O Biatog expovtepviopds TG aoTIKAG
Cwni¢ avadeikviet to @Aéyov Oépa tng
€avaouvOeoNng TG APXITEKTOVIKIG Pe
avaykaia emPiowtkd apxétuma. H ovy-
Xpovn X®PIKA moidtnta kat epmetpia Ha
mpétel va ouvOefouv e v emaveQey-
peon piag véag agiynong, péom T ava-

TPOMNG KAOIEPOIEVWV TIPAKTIKAY, TIOU
odniiynoav otov oUyxpovo TpdTo {wng Kat
otnv mepipaddovtiki kpion. To S0 to
mep1BAdAdov, To PUOIKS Kal To TeXVNTo,
amotelel mAéov éva oupfdv mpog ava-
yvdpion kat emavavonpatoddtnon. H
emragn tou avlpdmou pe v uon, pe
™ yn, anotelel Oepeliddeg, empProTiks
¢itnpa: auti efvar n «véa moAutéleiar.
Katd v dmoyn pou, 1o kabrikov g
ApXITEKTOVIKAG efval «va pag kdvet va
Soupe pe motov TpdTIo auTtdg 0 KOOPIOG
pag ayyicew, onwg Aéet o MepAo-ITo-
VTU yla Toug TIVakeg Tou Zeddp.

This page. left / Ie outd
oehioa, aptotepd: Slow Living
Resort. Top: The Twist, Hotel in
Athens. / lldvw: Eevodoxefo The
Twist atnv ABrva.
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